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brigades of British troops arrived in Alex-
andria during the course of August. Some
small demonstrations were made towards
Arabi's force. Then three brigades were put
back on their transports and moved round to
Ismailia, which lies just half-way along the
Suez Canal. The move was completed by
August 19. From this point a railway runs to
Cairo, and as Sir Garnet had very little trans-
port it was all-important to move along a
line of rail. A mixed Division arrived from
India, which brought the total strength up
to 12,000 infantry, 3,000 cavalry, and 60
guns.
At Tel-el-Kebir, 25 miles from Ismailia, the
Egyptians had built a very strong line of earth-
works, four miles long, covering the station
and extending far into the desert on each side.
Their strength has been estimated at 20,000
regulars and a force of Bedouins. Wolseley
pushed forward and formed a camp about six
miles from Tel-el-Kebir. There he halted for
some days in order to accumulate a store of
supplies. On the evening of September 12, the
whole force moved out and made a night
march which brought them to the position just
before dawn.
The surprise was complete. One rusK
carried the first line of entrenchments, and
though isolated bodies afterwards made some
resistance, the Egyptian Army and Arabi
hurried to get away. General Drury Lowe and
the cavalry made a fine march to reach Cairo
the^ next day. The city was occupied without
resistance; Arabi surrendered and was sen-